
Honors English IV Summer Reading 2022

Welcome to Honors English IV.  For your summer reading assignment this year you are reading The Glass
Castle by Jeannette Walls and Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini (***We will not get to Kite Runner until mid
September, so you can defer reading until then if you wish).

The Glass Castle and Kite Runner

● As you are reading, you will formulate an analytical response by completing a double-entry journal.  You
will record and comment on TEN (10) passages from The Glass Castle and then again for Kite Runner.

● These are what I will grade for your annotations – see rubric below. Glass Castle notes are due
the 2nd day of classes. Kite Runner notes will be due around September 15th (no earlier).

● Each entry should be typed in the appropriate format and should be approximately ¼ page in
length.

● Make sure to include the page number after the quoted text.
● **Please complete the assignment in a Google Doc (or alternative) that can be submitted via

Google Classroom or be able to write neat enough to take photos of your work for me to read.

RUBRIC FOR ANALYTICAL RESPONSE JOURNAL

3. EXEMPLARY
The student writes meaningful responses by selecting relevant textual evidence that is thoroughly explained.
The responses demonstrate critical analysis with no plot summary.

2. PROFICIENT
The student writes responses that are relevant and acceptable.
The responses are not as thorough as exemplary responses are and may be based more on plot summary or
general/surface analysis than critical analysis.

1. NEEDS IMPROVEMENT
The student demonstrates little evidence of active reading or critical analysis.
Responses are primarily plot summary instead of analysis.

0. UNSATISFACTORY
The student does not complete the assignment.

SEE NEXT PAGE FOR HOW TO SET UP YOUR JOURNAL



ANALYTICAL JOURNAL ENTRIES

Text: “Record the text from your novel in this space. Do not use ellipses before, after, or during a quote.  If the
passage is important enough to comment on, then quote it all.  Don’t forget to include the page number after the
quote” (41).

Analysis Reader’s Connections

In this space you are to analyze the literary
elements and/or techniques Walls uses to get her
message across (naturally you wouldn’t answer all
of these for every entry – these are merely
suggestions):

● How is the personality of a specific character
established within a specific passage?
Consider the use of dialogue and/or actions
(how she SHOWS us, not tells us).

● Setting is often a pivotal factor in the
development of the theme. How is the setting
described? How does it impact the message?

● ·Consider a notable literary technique in the
text.  Is there irony, satire, symbolism,
allusions, etc…? What is the impact of the
technique on the overall work?

● Are there any predominant images that keep
recurring throughout the work?

● ·Explain the effect of any unusual
organizational or rhetorical strategies in the
work – multiple narrators; pacing elements
(flashbacks, time lapses, etc.); unusual
punctuation or use of italics; chapter divisions;
etc.

● ·What are the key characteristics of the
speaker or narrator?

In this space write your personal response.  Tell me
what impact this passage had on you as a reader.

Use the pronoun “I” if you want.  Here you should make
connections to your life, to other works of literature that
you have read, to movies, songs, etc….

Focus on making a personal connection to the passage
as appropriate.

Note: You do not need a personal connection for each
of the 10 analysis responses.  Make a connection when
it feels logical and natural. However, if no personal
connection is made, it is expected that the literary
analysis then will be significant.

You will lose points if all your entries are from the beginning of the book or if they represent others’ thoughts and
not your own!! (“Others” are defined as peers, siblings, online resources, etc.)



The following questions are more specific to the text and will be used in part for class for discussion
purposes.  You may want to gather and/or mark evidence to support your discussion (but I am not
specifically collecting the answers to these questions):

1. Although it portrays an incredibly difficult life, The Glass Castle is not sad or self-pitying.  Explain what
you think is the tone of the book, and discuss how Walls achieves this effect.

2. Rex Walls often asks his children, “have I ever let you down?” Why is the answer to this question so
important for Rex and his children? Examine Jeannette’s relationship to her father.  How does it change
in the story and how would you describe it at the end of the memoir?

3. Discuss the type of person Rose Mary Walls is.  What do you think of her description of herself as an
“excitement addict”?

4. Examine the descriptions of poverty in the book.  How does Jeannette’s impoverished upbringing shape
who she becomes at the end of the memoir?

5. What types of narrative techniques does the author employ? There are many answers to that question,
but one technique in particular is her use of metaphor.  Feel free to comment on the metaphor of the
glass castle and what it signifies to Jeannette and her father.

We will discuss The Glass Castle at the start of the school year.  There will be a reading quiz, fishbowl and
group discussions, a narrative or analytical essay, and a few smaller written assignments based on your reading
of this text.

Annotations within the text (i.e. “sticky notes”) will not explicitly be graded (the required “Analytical Journal”
outlined above will be). However, I strongly urge you to find a system of note taking or text marking so you will
be able to find evidence from the text in an efficient manner to complete the required assignments we engage in
when the semester begins.  Learning to read actively is a skill you must master.  I do still encourage using a
highlighter, a pen/pencil, or post-it notes, to annotate (mark up) your book in response to the questions listed
above or to comment and make connections to the novel as you see fit.

Once we are finished with The Glass Castle, I will set aside a day or two to review how to write a college essay
and we can have a peer editing day.  This will give you an opportunity to have others read your essay and
provide feedback.  While I will not explicitly make this an assignment, I will be available to conference with you
and read drafts.  Once we are done with these assignments, we will move on to our study of Kite Runner.
Therefore, you can expect that it will be the middle to end of September (date TBD) before we begin discussing
this text.

The following questions are more specific to The Kite Runner and will be used in part for class for
discussion purposes.  (REMEMBER YOU STILL WILL NEED TO DO THE ANALYTICAL JOURNAL AGAIN
FOR KITE RUNNER LIKE YOU DID FOR Glass Castle). You may want to gather and/or mark evidence to
support your analysis of these topics for our class discussions:

1. Baba and Amir have a rich and complicated relationship that changes dramatically over the course of
the novel.  Discuss their relationship.

2.     The strong underlying force of this novel is the relationship between Amir and Hassan. Discuss this
friendship. Why is Amir afraid to be Hassan's true friend? Why does Amir constantly test Hassan's loyalty?
Why does he resent Hassan? What is the mark of a true friend? How much of a sacrifice is too much?



3. Analyze the author’s style. In particular his decision to use an adult narrator reflecting on his past and
his use of irony and other figurative language.  How do these decisions affect the tone and mood of the
story?

4. What is the significance of the novel’s title? What else do you learn about Afghani culture from reading
this text?

The fall is a busy time for seniors.  Below are some notes in general about writing a college essay in
case you are interested in getting this started over the summer break:

College/Personal Essay

Here are the basics:

1.     Brainstorm aspects of your character/personality that you want others to know about you.
Brainstorm events in your life that demonstrate these traits.

2.     Think of your essay as your voice/personality coming to life and a chance to stand out amongst
other similar applicants

3. SHOW your reader who you are - don’t merely tell them.  Use the narrative writing techniques
you have been taught!

3.     It doesn’t matter what you write about necessarily, but HOW you write about it

4.     No more than 2 pages or about 500 – 750 words typically

5.     Your introduction and conclusion are paramount – draw in your reader and leave them with a
final thought to remember you by

6.     Word choice can be critical, but don’t be a slave to the thesaurus

Here are the Common App question choices for your reference:

1. Some students have a background, identity, interest, or talent that is so meaningful they believe their
application would be incomplete without it. If this sounds like you, then please share your story.

2. The lessons we take from obstacles we encounter can be fundamental to later success. Recount a time
when you faced a challenge, setback, or failure. How did it affect you, and what did you learn from the
experience?

3. Reflect on a time when you questioned or challenged a belief or idea. What prompted your thinking?
What was the outcome?

4. Reflect on something that someone has done for you that has made you happy or thankful in a
surprising way. How has this gratitude affected or motivated you?

5. Discuss an accomplishment, event, or realization that sparked a period of personal growth and a new
understanding of yourself or others.

6. Describe a topic, idea, or concept you find so engaging that it makes you lose all track of time. Why
does it captivate you? What or who do you turn to when you want to learn more?


